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Brief description
Citation-based college magazine article writing holds immense importance in fostering

critical thinking, academic rigor, and credibility among student writers. By incorporating
citations from reputable sources, students not only demonstrate their ability to conduct
thorough research but also contribute to the dissemination of accurate and reliable
information within their academic community. Additionally, citation-based writing
encourages students to engage with diverse perspectives, evaluate the validity of sources,
and uphold academic integrity by acknowledging the contributions of others.
Furthermore, citing authoritative sources enhances the credibility and persuasiveness of
students' arguments, enriching the discourse and promoting intellectual growth within the

college community.

Objectives
The objectives of citation-based college magazine article writing by MBS students at

United College, featured in "United Luminary,” are multifaceted. Firstly, students aim to
demonstrate their proficiency in academic research and writing by incorporating citations
from reputable sources, showcasing their ability to engage with scholarly literature and
critically evaluate information. Secondly, through citation-based writing, students
contribute to the academic discourse within the college community, enriching discussions
on various topics and promoting intellectual curiosity among peers. Additionally, by
adhering to citation guidelines, MBS students uphold academic integrity and ethical
standards, fostering a culture of honesty and accountability in their scholarly pursuits.
Ultimately, the objectives of citation-based article writing empower MBS students to
become informed, articulate contributors to the United College community, advancing

knowledge and understanding through their insightful contributions to "United Luminary."

Outcomes
Engaging in citation-based college magazine article writing offers several outcomes for

MBS students at United College contributing to "United Luminary.” Firstly, students
enhance their research skills by sourcing information from reputable academic literature,
fostering a deeper understanding of their chosen topics. Secondly, through the integration

of citations, students strengthen the credibility and persuasiveness of their arguments,

1



United College / Research Management Cell / Citation Based Article Writing Guidelines - 2024

demonstrating their ability to construct well-supported, evidence-based narratives.
Furthermore, citation-based writing encourages students to engage critically with existing
scholarship, fostering a spirit of inquiry and intellectual curiosity. Ultimately, by
producing articles for "United Luminary" grounded in citation-based writing, MBS
students at United College contribute to the dissemination of knowledge within the
college community while honing essential academic and analytical skills essential for

their future endeavors.

Topics for article
For the college magazine, students can write articles on any subject they choose.

However, articles related to sensitive or controversial topics such as politics, religion, or
explicit content are strictly prohibited and will not be accepted for publication. This
policy ensures that the magazine maintains a positive and inclusive atmosphere,
promoting respectful discourse and avoiding potential conflicts or discomfort within the
college community. By adhering to these guidelines, students can still exercise their
creativity and express their ideas while upholding the values of mutual respect and

diversity within the college environment.

Length of article
The length of articles for the college magazine should range between 400 to 1000 words.

This range allows for sufficient depth of exploration on a topic while ensuring that the
content remains concise and engaging for readers. Articles should aim to provide
valuable insights, analysis, or storytelling within this word limit, allowing for meaningful

contributions to the magazine's content while respecting the readers' time and attention span.

Outlines of article
The structure and content of articles within the magazine will differ depending on the

specific subject being addressed. This variability allows for flexibility in organizing and
presenting information in a manner that best suits each topic's unique characteristics and
requirements. For instance, an article discussing environmental sustainability might
include sections on campus initiatives, academic integration, student-led efforts, and

technological innovations, while an article about student mental health might focus on



United College / Research Management Cell / Citation Based Article Writing Guidelines - 2024

resources, coping strategies, and personal narratives. By tailoring the outline to fit the
topic, the magazine can effectively address diverse issues and interests within the college

community, ensuring relevance and engagement among readers.

Technical guidelines

S/N Particular Explanation
1 | Chapter Font: Size: 16 Align:
heading Times New Roman Center

2 | Sub-heading Font: Size: 14 Align:
Times New Roman Left

3 | Body part Font: Size: 12 Align:
Times New Roman Justification

4 | Margin Left: 1.5 Right: 1 Top: 1 Bottom:1

5 | Spacing: 1.5 1.5

6 | Alignment Justification

7 | Page number Size: 12 Align:
Times New Roman Upper right corner

APA citations

For writing a citation-based article, authors should follow the APA 7th edition style to
ensure consistency and academic integrity. The text should include in-text citations with
the author's last name and publication year, such as (Subba, 2020). If quoting directly,
page numbers should be included, for example, (Subba, 2020, p. 45). Additionally, the
reference list should be arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. Each reference
should have a hanging indent, meaning the second and subsequent lines of each entry are
indented. References should include the author's name, year of publication, title of the
work, and publication information, such as the publisher for books or the journal title and
volume number for articles. This format ensures clarity, enables readers to locate sources,
and adheres to academic standards for proper citation (American Psychological
Association, 2020).



